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7 E are met here as ; good Se and as 
good Subjects, to deplore the Calamities 
IVV of this Day's Tragedy; and therefore 1 
al it will not be improper, to let you ſee, after the 
Deſolation brought upon us, from a Neglect of the Maxim 
of my Text, how far an Obſervation of i it will conduce to 
the Happineſs and Proſperity of any People. That which 
moſt concerns us in this Day's Event, is, I apprehend, 
not ſo much to ſhew how far the Troubles of thoſe Times 
may be ſuppoſed to have taken their Riſe from a Neglect 
of all Religious Principles, ( which I would rather take 


tor granted, reſting upon the Authority that brings us 
FTT. here 


here, and upon the Teftimony of ricky" nd as 
Alm Juits the beſt with. a nas” not wo 2 
i gbteouſe or algen is ee wp Promote the 
and Happineſs of any Nation, in order to prevent : l 
the like Troubles for the future. T 


* „ 


"Twas the wiſe of Tas who gives us the Leſſon 
of my Text; and from an enlarged Experience, aided by 
the Spirit of God, pronounces, like a true Patriot, that 
Religion is the only ſure Stability of a Nation's Welfare, 
In general we are too apt to think, that Religion and good 
Policy are Things of an irreconcileable Nature, and that 
a good Man and a good Patriot are two different Per- 
ſons: But from Solomon we may learn how tod unite 
(and may they never be ſeparated) theſe two Characters. 
As a Politician and a King, he ſeems to ſpeak of the 
exalting and aggrandizing of his Country, as the Duty 
of a Stateſman ; but like a truly wiſe Man, who- ſees thro 
the Vanity of all other Means, he confines himſelf to 
that which alone will procure any laſting Happineſs to 
it. It is as if he ſaid, though there are ſeveral indirect 
ways of giving a little tranſient Proſperity to a Nation, 
yet to confider Society under as eneral View, indepen- 


dent of particular Circumſtances, there are none ſo cer- #4 
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: We are in this Nation raiſed n ae er 
Eminence z but 1 cannot flatter my Countrymen ſo far 
zz to lay that it is, altogether by the Practice of Religion. 

Tis not, therefore, your Elogium that I intend in the 
following Dzſcourſe, but to call upon you to meditate 
pon the means here ſet out by Solomon, and too much 
werlooked+ by the preſent Generation, for preſervi ng 
nd encrea/ing your Proſperity. And I am perſuaded, 
that while I am. endeavouring this Way to contribute 
the Glory of a Nation, I am falling in with the Views 
of that 201ſe Prince now on the Throne, who has lo 
rery lately renewed his Declarations of the Importance | 


ww  # 3P 


of gs to the Welfare of his Subjects. CE On 


But 8 we aſſert chat © Righteoufreſs, or "Religion, 
exalteth 4 Nation, we would be underſtood to mean 
the Religion of Jeſus, a Faith working by Love, the 


Per of Chriſt's Death applied to the Soul for the 
Pirgiveneſs of Sins, and afterwards manifeſting itſelf in 
all the various Duties of | focial Life. We do not 
conceive of Religion as many are apt to do. We are 
N to W ee and. 0 to o God, it was 

| 7 more 


5 vant 


PRA ane | 


ligion of the Perſecutor, nor the Region of ue pe f 
er nor the Religion of the Hypocrite does * | 


ay c bare to the" teal: Gool Gf Matin: 
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watt it the! Relj bn of the" Peſeatior any ways cur. 


My to this Ent” A A Religion but e0/\wetliknown tx 

t, under che MW 
Pretext of Zeal for the Truth, give Way to euery fierce 
unmerciful Humour. They arm themſetves with the # 


the Repoſe of Euuße! Men ef this Sört 


ſecular Sword,” to deſtroy | whatever oppoſes their Sy. 
ſtems ; ſupply by Vi clence, "what is wanting in Denor- 


ftrations,” and after the' Example of Mabomet, would 
eſtabliſh the Goſpel by Force and conſtraint. A Uba- 
racer this, as I obſerved, but too well known for the 


Repoſe of Europe, and but too often felt in theſe King- | 


doms, where Numbers of our Countrymen have fallen 
the Victims to this fierce ungovernable Zeal. No, tis 
not ſuch 4 Religion which can exalt a Nation. Such 
a Religion, on the contrary, depopulates Kingdoms, 
ruins Commerce, is the fruitful Source: of Cuil Wars, 
and inteſtine Commotions. The Religion which we 
would be ſuppoſed to recommend, is a Religion like its 


Author, gentle, patient, friendly : A Religion, whoſe di- | 


ſtin guiſhing Characters are Forvearance, brotherly Love, 
Cavity ; z A Religion, which, _— a ſtrong Aver- 
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Ye a Religteur which. 3 is not gt, ali ſac in roofing, 199k 
% Dacfrines but ſtill leaves a Eilert. 10 miſguided 
f (onfciences, to fall r them; 38 N. Religion which, has AQ 
Wc: Sword, but. that, of the 116, nor, 80p, other 
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2 uh Will the Religion of. the Saper/itiqus, advance. 
., Valkare of Society ? It will, make Deyotion. degene- | 
into For m and. Ceremony; 3 it will encreaſe, the un. 

„E Ecclofghichs; beyond: all; Propurtian,;zand ,thus 

1 ub burdenſomg a erat mach ere Society * 
1 mid other wife 
real Service prone | \ k. 5 == 2 ohn 0 over 
lind, and damp the Spirit of thoſe great Geniuſes, 
1 tom Providence frequently raiſes up for the Preſer- 
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. : un of a State, It would put the Prieft in the Place 
Z {the Potentate, 1 and the Potentate i in the Place of the 
teſt; the Prieft. on the 7 brone, and the Potentate at 


l Feet No, my Brethren, this is not the Religion 
| tand up for. Ihe Religion of Jeſus i is oppoſite to 


0 


. Werfition, it is juſt, ſelid; it wills no leſs that ©« we 
„ ld render to Cæſar the Things that are Ceſar's, 


Wi to God the Things that are God's.“ If it pre- 
Ls bes Bounds to the Sovereign, it no leſs gives to all 
4 ter Ranks and Orders of Men, Theirs. Much leſs, 
Fi 3dly, 
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= 24116 the Religis NT” CIR 
pl 05 Welfare of a Nation - 1 An Hypicrite ks rs Head 
filled wich his own Intereſt; Which ſpecious Shew þ 
of Religion ſeems to be a likely i Way of rocurine , 
and therefore under that venerable N ame, if he | | 
high) he opens a Way to the Houſes*6f: the Great, 

and tries to infuſe into them the ſame Spirit. He 
carries on the baſeſt Beſigns under che. Appearance «| 
Meekneſs and Sanctity; he talks alva; 4 
and Reformation, and cajoles all Parties; till e b 1 
brought them into his Deſigns. He never tops til 1 
he has. accompliſhed” his: End, Which 18 to 1 4 
the Ruin and Diſtractions of publick Aﬀirs Ws w'l 
would like to ſee an "Original of this Kind, we would 

refer them to Over Cromwell, and' to the Confaliin oMf 1 
thoſe Times, for the U efulneſs of ſuch a Religion to the 1 
Community, No, the Religion which exalts a ee ] 
is derived from the Treaſures of Divine Wiſdom, has J | 
been formed in the Counſels of that Spirit,” a Portion 
of whoſe Wiſdom is communicated to the Sons off 
Men, and may be known by its genuine Fruits Af I 
Ri ghteouſneſs, Peace, Long-ſu effering, Gentleneſs, ( Goodneſl 1 
inſtead of that Head neſs, Turbulency, and Tmpatience off 
Spirit, which is generally the © eng of the Tones. ob 
Men, who know not God. : 
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hes af this Piſoqurſe, which. is to ſhewrihe Licfulnels 
ob Religion iti / Sorieꝶ· 21111 10 100g tn212Rid : 1 


*,01 yd 551 29 o 1570 ni SY WE eg a9vieles, 


bis me eee la ates. 
nihaent, Cloaths Lodging to. d efend. him, from the 
lyury of. the Ar. ; We. might. eaſily. ſprell this Cata- 


Lei # 


nf here, were we, to tak 58. Ca rr Jew of Saciet :- A in ge- 
nural and :£anfider}, che AN, Which 43 Men 
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nene Wa into, Bed les and en 
for their, uatunl Convenience, e find chat Reli. 


2 is the ſureſt and trueſt. Way wo anſwer thoſe Ends 
Man, in, b;mſelf, and in. his natur 1 natural State, has Wants 
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without -End, and but limited, "Faculties for - tupplyig 


enn 


den. Byery particular Man, ſtands. in need, of Light 


\ Remedies for 


for his Guifdgnc, 2 75 
Nou- 


Nals fpr. his Condud? 


loguez but from this ſhort imperfeR Sketch, we can't 
help ſeeing that one common Intereſt has given Men 
the Thought of one common Deſign. Diverſe Men 
hare. aſſempledi together into one Place, that the Ia- 
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follow In diclaby certain Mixinis. Ir Was heceffary hat 
the different Members of this Body Huld de upon 


themſelves as naturally eg in order to be led by that. 
Principle 8 mutual” Succour.. I.. Was Hebeſſery thitthey = 
ſhould be fncere one towa ards the other" that uud une 


Subtilty mi iht not 60 "oh. Pbſig gns pr dia rww the 
dommon "Intereſt. © E. was neee tht” they 'Bllow 
the Rules of an exact Equity, in e order 10 tkieir obſerva 
ing the Convention which 1 it might be” "prudent! to enter 
into for their common Peneh. *. was neceflaty” that 
Love and Charity ſhould'lend their Ai ſtrict Jai; 
that the Happineſs of Many ſhould prevalt over the N. 
tereſts of Few : and that on Occaſions where it was nel 
ceſſary to decide between publick and private * 


the Community was always to have the Preference bete | ; | 
private Perſons, with many other Particulars df "the 3 | 


fame Sort. Now, what is more adapted to the m 


| 5 ES 
us obferve theſe Rules, than Righteouſneſs « or Region ? 1 


Religion makes us beſt acquainted with our 


Equality; It tells us that we have all the Jame Original, 


the ſame God our Creator, the ſame Man for our firfi Pa. 
rent, the fame Miſery derived upon us all, and the fame 
common Grave to receive us. Religion requires that we 
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be akne, e ; that our T ongue be 4 
erpreter of our I houghty; that we ſpeak 

every you the Truth to his N Nei hbour,”” being under 

the Eyes of the God of Truth.. I eligion binds it upon 


the Conſcience, \that, we be juſt i in rendrin 8 to every one 
their Duss, 77 Tribute t to whom Tribute is due, Cuſtom 


to whom Cuſtom, Fe ear to "whom Fear, Honour to 
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whom Honour * that *y we do to others 2s we ſhould 
be willing to have done to ourſelves.” = Religion wills 
that Charity animate all our Actions; that we ſhould 
look upon each other as Creatures of the ſame Had, as 
Suljed?s of the ſame King, as Mentbers of the ſuine Boch, 
28 Heirs together of the fame Oy. Religion further 
ordains, that pri vate Intereſt ſhould always give way 
to publick ; that every Man ſeek not his own Things 
only, © but thoſe Thing 85 which concern others alſo; 
ind that he be ready to lay down his Life for the 
Brethren.” Look we then upon Religion in this prims- 
ive Light, we muſt quickly F e gy _ _—_ wal 


_ and ſuſtain a Nation. K 
d 18 = F N29 


And that this is not a mere „ and 
Matter of Theory only, let us apply it to ſome par- 
ticular Forms of Government now actually exiſting. 
As Mankind encreaſed and grew into larger Bodies, it 
was impracticable upon preſſing Occaſions, that every 


Member of the Society could be called upon to give in his 
3272 Buffrage. 
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Suchtse, "Where ef re, ore, by ; * Sort enges ee | Fl 
the Nece/ity. of the Thing, it was f barred, chat . 


parti cular. Perſons \ were to, be fgllt Gut, who Thould be 
looked u upon as the Voi dice, the Deriſum and (grand 
Movers of all the reſt. Some have tholght-i belt to 
remit che ſupreme Power into the Hands: of one Ingle 
Perſon, and ſome i into the Hands of mire,” 4% the igen | | 
eies of Particular Countries, or the various Judgmießt of | 
Men, in an Affair of. ſuch Importance, ſeeried th dee 
termine. From ſome ſuch Motives as theſe, 1 ay, 80. 1 
cieties have thought fit to confer upon ane or mote Per- : 
ſonages their Authority, their Privs les: : They hate 
entruſted them with the Power of preſctribing La Laws, 
impoſing Tribute, levying Subſidies, declaring FER or 
War, recompenſing Virtue; puniſhing Vice, and in thort, 
of providing whatever was: uſeful and neceſſary for that 
— 1 which Ty: were appointed for Good, © 
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If we were to run over r the ſeveral Fo orms of Go- 3 
vernment, we ſhould find that each Nation under its own 82 * 
Form, would be more or leſs happy, would more or p,, 
leſs prevent the Inconveniencies to which it is ff ubjeft, | 00 


according as it more or leſs ſhews an Attachment for a 
Righteouſneſs or Religion. But to. paſs by the Incon- MY the 
veniencies of other Forms of Government, in which 18 


we are not ſo much concerned, let us look a little into ur 
A ee, 


our own, and conſider the Inconveniencies which a 
ated if 


CY e 
Ours, it is liable te, and "= 
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1.5510 Mmarchy, fuel A$ 


E] U : 1.2 calculated. Religion is for remgdying them. Now 
nder michl a 4 


n what "Caſes will. the Lupremie Power” ut 
Government as ours he Fatal tot the Commuinit fn "When" 


the Prince, inſtegd of. havin gt the Good? of his oe a8 
n inviolable Rule « of Gay 1 "Hall ink think proper 
v.follow his mere Will gol ON 4p rice. When he Hall 
think himſelf Tailed: to the ſu upren ne  Poje 181 his own 
ſarieulan Glory, and v for the 7 Welfare of his Per ple; 
when Airetching-his Authority. ey 85 {t Boun nd be 
rould domineer over the Life as an Fortune " his Sub- 
ks ; When to  gratify. his own \ Particular Prejy Judices, he 
vould int troduce a Religian .contrary 'to the Confelentes, 


ud hateful to the Minds of the e generality of hik People; 


In a Word, when he, has ſuch an Tea of Riyiity, 
5 bs make it conſiſt in doing whatever is Right © in his 


om Eyes; and when, inſtead of being the Father, and 
Priteffor of his People; he: affocts to be their Tyrant and 
0preſor. Such are the Inconyeniencies , of the fr 
Rind. On the other, Hand, the Miſchiefs ariſing from 
he People's getting too great an Aſcendant, and pro- 
LY fcuting their Rights in an illegal unconſlitutional! Man- 
1 | ar, are no leſs danger c and fatal * the P ublick. 


chen H would. ĩmpoſe exorbitant "Taxes and Subflails 
pon his People, of his own proper Authority, and with- 
out u of the other Brapches of the Legiſla- 


. When 


49) 4 
When "and 'Protence of ſuppe1ta" oy 8 
in their Governors,” they form Cabels, aka N 0 
all Sorts of Intrigues to diſtreſs their Prince: ben « 1 : | 


A 


ſeditious Multitude, ſpirited up by ſome delig 
are determined to overturn all Order ald good 'Govern- 
ment, in order to riſe upon its Ruins? In 4 Word, When 

the Liberty of the People degenerates into Auoroiy and 
Licentiouſneſs, then popular Ambition becomes «s dan- 
gerous as Tyranny itſelf. A melancholy Inſtance of this 
Truth we have in the Hiſtory of thoſe Times, "which 
| we are now more particularly called upon to eonfider. 
The Prince then upon the Tbrone, though in his own 
natural, Dif poſition, „one of the beſt Princes that ever 
filled it; 1 yet, what through the Inftigation and Advice 
of ſome about him, and what through the high/Notions 
of the regal Prerogative, which had been inſtilled into 
him in the Reign of his Royal Father, it muſt be WY 
owned had been prevailed upon to do ſome Things, E 
with a View of extending his Prerogative, in the-firſt Þ 
fifteen Years of his Reign, which did not ſeem altoge- 4 
ther to agree with the Conſtitutional Rights of EnghW 
Subjects. And had his Subjects proſecuted their Rights 
in a legal and conſtitutional Manner only; or could ] 
they have been content with a legal Recovery of them, 
they had done nothing they could have been fairly con- 


demned for. But inſtead of that, when the King had 
confirmed 
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eonfit m a their ee Fe 755 3 
gen ., . 8 ſome © of the. doubted 
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that lame, even 6 0 " the hotteſt” 07 onenti to the Cott! 


Meaſures, 3 at firtt, jy when the Sw theough®the Defigns 


of ſeveral "that * — 2 Joined 15 0 i the Oppoſition Bolz with 
them, dropp'd d "their Oppoſition, an and Upon in Haha 
ment of their Privileges, Joined "1B \awfut Goverfien n, 
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vith a laudable Intent of ſp pending | their 1 of 
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even their Bleed, in the a t js 'bjs Rig oP. 
they had been deere ready o do do t 
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Maintenance of "their own. "But how unfo ge 4 5 
fell ſnort of effecting, wl at." Was. 0 1 ln 1 ten 
[3% rained 


them, the melancholy Cataſtrophe 10 this Tragedy, 


Was but too fatal an Inſtance of. — Ken u Intfaßce 
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hes inn Rio . Does. fa cal ine 0 a d 
ſome Marit, taken, from our of 
5 ang} Heart. not. Hpocritic DP 


pris, woul 
haye ſeryed..as an effeCtual Check ain al all th 
ceſſes }; Does not the, aſl t Acquain with 559 50 55 
Spirit. of the Goſpel, pr eclude a Nut ber of . 
upon "this .Occafion ? 6: 18 6.5 may not every one, even 
from this particular | laftance, learn this s general. Tru T ruth, 
ticular Form of Governmen a. 
Fation, tis Religi on done 0 
can f. ſupply the Defects and Inconveniencies of ( of each 
tis that which. can exalt a Nation, by po 8 inting Jus ll 
only ure Way of keepin g up that OT. 80 8 Ni 


% © ©®  y 


highly .prej judicial to its Welfare, and If carr ar 80 60 


5 — — 88% 


„ whith, if i 


S "= FF” &Q cy — 


> © 2 


22 2 


n . 0 1 G 96 W 6 — ITY 8 8 5 
e * 1 „ . | R 9 
* R n 2 NET i. ng © ok f ** ; Py x Re F * * K - 
* 4» 4 = 3 8 1 


1 (17) + | 
pveidably end ir l. Ran d De. 


* * 


5 
9 
* 4. 


. 10 _ D JO 121! * 2.53920 1 160 dic 
* — * o ; * * 


7 Py N * . Mc 4 
K 4.4% au * V -» 1 * aw >. V+ av „ 
„ 1 0 E 3 


2991 10 Dag D189 4% W1 Tres Ea 


. oy 
7 *. 
7 F , N 
B 
.. 
© 
5 
5 


. us now ſtand ſtill, and reflect A little upon the” 
bemus of that Religion, which, if ſcrupulouſiy obſerved 
wuld not fall of procuring the greateſt Advantages to 
b ſincere Profeſſors. Let the Sovereign, the Mogi- 
t, the Subject declare, if they can find any thing 
tre, which tends in the leaſt to leſſen that Love and 
ohne, they ſhould have in each other: On the 
ontrary, if they do not find every thing that tends to 
ubance and ſtrengthen it. Les, ye Soyereigns, ye 
Curdians of the Publick, drive us from among you, 
6 Diſturbers of the common Repoſe, as the Peſts of 
keiety, if the Religion we preach is fatal to Go- * 
enment; if it is not equally calculated to regulate. : 
te Bounds of the Sovereign' s Power and that of the 
ople's Submiſſion." Had the Rules of this Religion 
ken obſerved in the unhappy Times we have been 
&ſcribing, the Honour of this Nation had never been 
ined, by the Blood of their lawful Prince, and yet 
de Rights and Privile ges of free born Engll iſhmen had 
ken tranſmitted ſafe to us their Poſterity, And we 1 
heir Poſterity, and our Deſcendants after us, by keeping | 
ſe to the Doctrines of our Faith, may learn to main- A 


tin our native Freedoms and Priyileges, ſhould they ever 
C. happen 
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© theſe Gooſideraigns which, this Dim; 
geſted, keep you "conſtantly .attached, w the Girton M 
9 . may you look upon it ag th richeſt Profs 
h can come; from, Herten, May; wg, uſe all, the 
Lan. gth. of our Armies, all .the Power: of. ohr Creds bt, all, | 
the P enetrati on we are capable of, to maintain it, as by, 
Law eſtabliſhed, in theſe: Kingdoms. May e.ſhew: Wl 
the Force of it ourſelves, by. our Submiſſion to the Laws 
of Jeſus Chriſt, our ſupreme Laugi ver, and, tor the 
Powers that govern under him; by our Application, to 
bring up our Children in the Knowledge of thoſe Tulln 4 
vhich Religion lays before us, and in Obedience, to. : | 
thoſe Maxims which it preſcribes. For ſuppoſing « our ü ; | 
Country to be at any Time in imminent Danger, what. 


does it avail, to ſend our Hers, if they are 0 f 
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ven? What does it avail to levy Armies, if thoſe who 


compoſe them, have already declared War againſt the 
Lord of Hoſts ? What does it ai to put forth Laws of 


Civil, Policy, if che Laws of Religion are trod under 


Foot; if the Sabbaths are violated, if the ſolemn Aſ- 

ſemblies are Profaned ? ? What does it avail makin g Al- 
liances, if we are not firſt reconciled to God ? In ſhort, 
What does it avail that we are good Politicians, if we. 
are bad Cbri iftians ? May God therefore inſpire the In- 
babitants of this Land with Piet, with Equity, with 


all reli gious Diſpoſitions, as the only true Way of 
bringing on an Affection to our Country, to our So. 
vereign, as the only ſure Way of diverting the Dan- 


gert which may at any Tu threaten our Liberties, 
our Eſtates, our Families * e che ſafeſt Courſe which 
can be taken for perpetusfing amongſt us all the Fe- 


leities of that Peace, which” is the Work of Righte-- 


wſneſs, the Effect whereof. is & and Aſſurance 
for ever. 
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